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Synopsis 

And The Neon Gods is a thriller that follows Jude, a young man who is in a small religious  
group with his boyfriend, Matty. They follow a leader who calls himself Messiah. Messiah  
speaks of an oncoming apocalypse caused by the sins of humanity. The group, which is  
truly a cult, plans a series of rituals before a trek across the desert of west Texas to help  
stop the chaos Messiah prophesied. On the last night before the pilgrimage Messiah slits  
Matty’s throat and Jude is sent into a frenzy. What follows is a hazy psychedelic chase  
across the desert as Jude tries to reckon with his past all while facing the desert. He  
encounters strange people who propel him deeper and deeper into the vastness. Will  
Jude escape the omnipresent grasp of the Messiah.  

Character Breakdowns 

Matty: (Supporting) Early 20’s, BIPOC, Judes partner. More outgoing than Jude. Always  
trying to get Jude to try new things but depends on him for support. Although more  
eccentric, is still unsure at heart - trying to find his place.   

Philly: (Supporting) 18 - 30’s, BIPOC, the heart of the group. Loving and maternal. 

Thad: (Supporting) Early 20’s, big and brawny. What he lacks in brain power he makes  up 
for in devotion. Country bumpkin   

Simone: (Supporting) 18 - 22, ragged, overzealous. Obsessed with the Messiah’s  
teachings. Finds her identity in the group. 

Andrew: (Supporting) 40’s+, soft-spoken. Kind, wants what’s best for the group and  
trusts Messiah to know just what that is.  Two notches below a pacifist. 

Felix: (Supporting) Late 30’s+ crusty ol hobo. Husky and lovin life. Especially beans. 

Ruth: (Supporting) Late teens - early 20’s. Latinx. Fast-talking and very sure of herself.  
She cannot sit comfortably in silence. Always needs to know what is going on

*Casting note - All roles are open to any BIPOC actors, even if not specified in 
character description



IF INTERESTED AND WANT TO BE CONSIDERED, PLEASE SEND 
SELF-TAPES OF EACH ROLE YOU ARE AUDITIONING FOR. 

 

Self-Tape Instructions 

Send us the following: 

1. Please slate your full name, height, and the role you are reading for.  
2. Please read the scene with a partner against as solid a backdrop as you can find.  
3. Send an email with the subject AND THE NEON GODS AUDITION to 

atngcasting@gmail.com 
a. In the body include: Name, Age, Role Auditioning For, Pronouns (if 

comfortable with doing so) and an extra way of contact) 
b. Label videos as such - FullName-Role-Side# 

i. Example: JoshGoodman-Messiah-Monologue 
ii. JoshGoodman-Jude-Side2 

 

*Casting note - All roles are open to any BIPOC actors, even if not specified in 
character description 



Matty stands up. Everyone is looking at him.

MATTY
Well you all know me, and Jude, 
well you especially know me. I’ve 
never amounted to much. I’ve been 
rejected over and over. Turned away 
so many times. More times than I 
can count. I never knew why either. 
I mean- I think I’m pretty alright, 
maybe a little goofy, but for some 
reason I never... stick? As much as 
I want to I always seem to find 
myself bouncing around. Every day 
it’s more people or churches that 
just dont’ want me. But here? 
Something feels right. Sometimes I 
can really get in my own way. 
Always overthinking what I’m gonna 
say. The first time I met Messiah I 
was so in my head, and he saw that. 
And I can’t believe it but he got 
me out of there. Messiah, you call 
me courageous, but I don’t know a 
single thing I’ve done that is that 
courageous yet. Maybe showing up 
here? Maybe. I can only thank one 
person for really giving me the 
strength to be here and that’s 
Jude. He helped me realize that you 
don’t always have to stick. Maybe 
it’s the other people. Maybe 
they’re the ones who can’t stick. 
Sometimes you have to just back 
away and try again. Try something 
else. And here is my something 
else. A place to start anew, and 
now, Messiah, you have really 
fortified that. Can’t say thank you 
enough. One day I will be ready to 
prove myself.

Everyone claps for Matty. He smiles.
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The members all sit around the fire. There is something 
magical about this night for them. Once again, Messiah looks 
towards all of them, with a kindness and love. 

MESSIAH
Oh Philly. How filled with love you 
are. You always inspire your peers. 
Your light has shown.. Share your 
love with us, if you don’t mind.

Philly stands up. She looks at every single one of the 
members and smiles at all of them.

PHILLY
I have always seen myself as a go-
getter. I know, I know, a lot of people like to

1.

say that, but I think it’s true. I 
like to make things happen. Maybe 
even to a fault. I love a little 
too hard sometimes. It can be 
overwhelming. Well- I shouldn’t say 
that. I often give into that type 
of thinking. That when my love 
pushes someone away that it’s my 
fault. How can I blame myself for 
loving too much? That’s why I feel 
so blissful around all of you. My 
love is never too much. It is a 
total give and take between all of 
us, and like- yeah. That makes my 
love radiate. Messiah always tells 
me I’m the warrior of love, and I 
am finally starting to understand 
that. I do think my passion and 
love bring something to the table. 
I’m glad I’m sitting at that table, 
and I’m glad I’m sitting there with 
all of you.

Love all around. Claps.
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AND THE NEON GODS - THAD MONOLOGUE

Messiah is staring at his disciples. Thad feels Messiah’s 
eyes upon him. He looks up at Messiah. Messiah nods at him. 
Thad gives a slight grin.

THAD
Right. Yea- I mean, Ima average 

guy. 

Thad pauses.

1.

THAD (CONT'D)
I dropped high school when I was 
14.4. Supported my mama, th typa
stuff. I’m sure you’ve seen that
typa stuff before. Well ya I grew
up round here. Knew Jude a little.
Actually he and I both dropped
outta school and we would hang out,
and he’s probably the first person
I considered a friend. And y’know I
was tryna learn more with him and
he and I would go to the library.
And one time I went by myself and I
met Messiah. And Messiah was- well
he was my second real friend. And
he started helpin’ me learn. And
shit, I’m way smartah now than I
was then. And now here I am. I
became friends with all of you,
now. My mama would be proud. She’d
say “Thaddeus, you did real good,
son.”

Thad holds back a few tears. He hasn’t been this vulnerable 
in front of anyone before.

THAD (CONT’D)
And so yeah, I’m real thankful that 
I have all of you now. I can’t 
believe I never had a- a- Messiah 
called it a safety net I think. A 
safety net. If I fell, I think all 
of you would catch me. Yeah, that’s 
all I gotta say.

Tears in everyone but Messiah’s eyes. Claps.
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EXT. “THE" CAMPFIRE IN MESSIAH'S BACKYARD - EVENING31 P2 31 P2

Everyone is sitting at the campfire. Simone is right next to 
Messiah. She has been patiently waiting her turn.

SIMONE
Messiah, thank you. I have never 
had direction like this before. I 
have never felt whole like this. I 
don’t even remember what life was 
like before meeting you. I was a 
young stupid runaway child. I don’t 
even remember my mom’s face. But I 
don’t care. Didn’t care for school, 
didn’t care for where my life was 
heading. But I will never forget 
your face. I will never forget the 
new life you breathed into me. That 
much I know. I actually will never 
forget the faces of this new family 
I have. My life is now all of you. 
If I were to lose any of you then I 
would lose apart of myself, but I 
know God has his eyes on each and 
every one of you. All of you are 
blessings. All of you are godsends 
to me. God, I don’t know what I 
would do without any of you.

Everyone smiles. They are about to clap-

CUT TO:
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All the disciples are sitting in Messiah’s backyard. Same 
place where Matty spoke earlier. Everyone is in the same 
clothes they were during Matty’s moment as well.

Andrew gets up. His face looks very soft and kind. Something 
very calming flows through him.

ANDREW
Well, I don’t have much to say. I 
met Messiah a while ago, and I 
think I saw something extremely 
human in him. I am very fond of 
humans, but I’ve seen my family 
fall too far because of their own 
selfishness. Violence has drowned 

my family...so much.... I- I’m 
sorry- I- I was so lost and angry 
for so long, and slowly I realized 
that humans need saving. I was 
almost homeless. I let everything 
slip. But one day Messiah looked at 
me. He looked at me with such 
interest and that turned into pure 
care. He reminded me of something I 
had long forgotten. We, we humans, 
are fantastic beings, with so much 
potential for empathy. 

1.

We are born with it. But- Humanity 
is slowly losing its grip and I 
know Messiah can help them hang on. 
He showed me that, and well- I know 
he has good intentions. You are all 
beautiful people. Blessed be, my 
siblings.
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EXT. OUTSIDE FELIX’S PLACE - LATER THAT MORNING19 19

Jude sees the flickering open sign ahead.

FELIX
Oh hey there buddy!!!

JUDE
I got the water.

FELIX
Took ya long enough! Was worried 
you took my fancy bucket.

JUDE
I should go. Thank you for ever-

FELIX
Don’t run off so quickly! I got 
some more beans on the fire! Can’t 
leave on an empty stomach! Oh and I 
got some smokes. Want one?

JUDE
Oh- no thanks. I don’t smoke.

Felix digs through his belongings and pulls out a few 
different packs. They are crumpled up, obviously. He sorts 
through the packs, tossing the empty ones to the side.

1.

FELIX
Damn! Might be all out.

He finds one more pack that has two cigarettes in it.

FELIX (CONT’D)
There’s two left! One for me n’ one 
for you!

Felix hands one to Jude, but Jude doesn’t take it.

JUDE
No thanks.

Felix shrugs and puts one in his mouth. Tries to use the 
lighter that’s in the pack. It doesn’t work.
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FELIX
Damn lighter. Hey you got one 
dontchya?

JUDE
Huh? Me? No.

FELIX
Saw you fiddlin’ wit it last night.

JUDE
Oh that’s- yeah, no I don’t have 
one. Well- it doesn’t work.

FELIX
Hm. Funny little fella you are. Oh 
well- got plenty of fire right 
here.

Felix leans dangerously close, over the fire to light it. 
Jude panics.

JUDE
Careful!

FELIX
What? Ain’t no fire gonna hurt me. 
Damn a cigarette on a hot day like 
today. Mhm. Mhm.

They sit there together in silence.

FELIX (CONT’D)
You ain’t much a talker, huh? 

Jude doesn’t answer.

2.

FELIX (CONT’D)
Hand me some of that water will ya?

Jude does so.

FELIX (CONT’D)
Why you out here?

JUDE
I told you I’m lost.

FELIX
Sure, but that don’t tell me why 
you out here.

JUDE
I’m running.
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FELIX
From what?

JUDE
It’s not easy to explain.

FELIX
It ain’t easy bein’ alive. But we 
make do don’t we! Just need some 
open land, some beans, and a 
kindred spirit.

Jude smiles at this.
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RUTH
You wanna play like 20 questions or 
maybe the sign game?

Jude just shakes his head. Ruth gets antsy in her seat. 

JUDE
Where ya heading?

RUTH
Great question! Cali. Gotta get 
away from everything. Find myself.

Jude nods. Maybe a smile.

RUTH (CONT’D)
And you?

Jude is silent.

RUTH (CONT’D)
Ooooh. Blowin’ in the wind ya? 
That’s fun! Maybe you last the 
whole way there.

JUDE
I- I don’t have any money.

RUTH
No worries! Ain’t no worries as 
long as you’re okay with doing 
anything to make it work.

Silence.

RUTH
So you’re just wandering the desert 
and camping? Searching for yourself 
or something?

Jude isn’t paying attention.

RUTH (CONT’D)
I don’t know what you were 
expecting to find. I guess I’m 
doing the same thing if you think 
about it. Big difference is that 
I’m not covered in blood.

She looks at him, hoping he would give a smile. Nothing.

RUTH (CONT’D)
I am excited though. I’ve never 
really seen too much of California. 

(MORE)
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I want to go to the beach! None of 
this Gulf of Mexico shit. I wanna 
see the Pacific, baby!

Jude is just looking out the window.

RUTH (CONT’D)
Great convo. Great stuff.

RUTH (CONT’D)

2.
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